
[Editor’s note: This document was provided to me by Jem Zero and is hosted on my site with their consent. At 
Jem’s request, I removed/redacted references to Lisa Green’s author penname, as Jem and I were not sure 
how publicly those identities are linked. – Erin Fulmer] 

Timeline of important events pertaining to the dissolution of the publishing contract between City Owl Press 
and author jem zero: 

 

● Jun 20, 2023 

○ Contract for A SPARK IN HIS HAND (Voltaik #1) is signed; acquired by Lisa Green (City Owl 
editor) from Jem Z. (“jem zero”).  

● Oct 27, 2023 

○ I (Jem) initiate a conversation with Lisa Green on Discord. I mention that “current political 
atmosphere” is making it difficult for me to work on the second book in Voltaik (V2), which 
addresses “late-stage genocide.” LG immediately refers to the discussion of genocide as 
‘propaganda.’ 

○ Since she brought it up, I honestly inform her that I am Pro-Palestine and Anti-Zionist. I clarify 
that I do not condone antisemitism. Then, I request that we do not discuss it deeper. 

 



○ I go on to explain that I believe writing about colonialism and genocide means I should not be 
silent about the real-world incidents of these evils. LG says: “...using the word genocide … is 
not necessarily realistic” in the case of bombing Palestinian people in Gaza, their homeland. 

○ Again, I request that we don’t discuss the topic any further, as I’m unsettled by this statement. I 
say I would like to protect her mental health, as well as our professional relationship.  

■ Note: When I say “absolutely not” I am referring to “wanting to argue.”  

 

○ I state that I’m going to “ease off” talking about the content of V2 because a primary theme of 
the story, deeply explored within this book, is the history of colonialism/genocide within this 
setting. 

○ I follow this by asking if I can check on LG, to which she responds positively. 

 

○ This is the last conversation LG and I ever have. 



● Nov 2 & 9, 2023 

○ I send LG updates about V2’s progress. Neither include heavy topics. Neither receive a reply. 

● Nov 9, 2023 

○ I receive the following email from Tina Moss, COO of City Owl Press: 

 

○ Tina goes on to offer me a new editor, who will go unnamed. I request a video meeting to 
discuss the situation with both Tina and the new editor. The meeting takes place Nov 13, 2023. 
I leave it feeling positive, if sad, but am mostly satisfied by my discussion with Tina about my 
views on Palestine vs. Zionism, the conflict with LG, and the heavy themes addressed in 
Voltaik. 

■ Note: The entire arc of the trilogy is covered. This includes the core plot focusing on 
survivors of a genocide. 

● Dec 11, 2023 

○ I inform Tina Moss of my decision to void my contract with City Owl Press. Tina responds 
acknowledging the decision and giving information on what will happen next.  

○ In response to my situation with LG, Tina says she doesn’t know Lisa’s stance on “the subject.” 



 

○ I respond that I am basing my conclusions about LG’s opinions on her explicit wording. I also 
inform Tina that I will be announcing the reason I will not be publishing A SPARK IN HIS HAND 
with City Owl, but will not name names or encourage any harassment. 

 

● Dec 11, 2023 

○ The contract release between myself and City Owl is fully processed. 

● Dec 13, 2023 

○ I officially announce on X/Twitter the circumstances surrounding the dissolution of my contract. I 
claim my editor stepped away because I support Palestine. This is based on the evidence 
produced above. 

■ The tweet can be found here: 
https://twitter.com/jem_zero/status/1734952203150864593 



 

○ City Owl Press does not in any way address my announcement, publicly or privately with the 
other authors. 

● Jan 4, 2024 

○ I am informed that City Owl Press has been outed for unscrupulous business dealings. These 
are not mine to share or document, but the issue of my conflict with LG is brought up. 

○ I receive information that Tina sent an email claiming LG’s feelings about the subject matter of 
V2 (genocide) were the reason for LG withdrawing from the project. 

■ “We would never, absolutely never, cancel a debut author's book for being pro-
Palestinian. I am personally devastated regarding that situation and the author's book. 
Navigating the feelings of our Jewish editor with the subject matter of the author's next 
book in series (genocide) was the crux of the matter.” 

○ If this claim is true, why would that not have been mentioned in any of the previous discussions I 
had with LG or Tina, regarding Voltaik’s content? 

These are the content warnings for A SPARK IN HIS HAND: 

 

At no point was it unclear, or a surprise, that Voltaik as a trilogy dealt with settler-colonialism and genocide. 



Furthermore, on July 11, 2023, LG and I had a Zoom meeting in which I presented a detailed outline for V2, 
which she approved – this was before I began work on revising the book, so she had ample opportunity to 
speak up at that time. 

● Jan 6, 2024 

○ Tina Moss sends another email accusing me of misinterpreting the incident.  

■ Note: I am a transmasculine person, which the City Owl team knows. Tina refers to me 
as she/her this entire email, despite my pronouns being they/them. 

 

There are multiple social media posts in which LG refers to pro-Palestine viewpoints as propaganda, as well as 
genocide denial. In addition, LG has DM’d and blocked multiple others, using the same language. This 
includes COP-affiliates who prefer to remain anonymous. 

Tina has never addressed my statement personally, and at this point I have no desire to speak to LG. If Tina 
could provide evidence I was told directly that LG stepped away for her mental health due to the content of 
V2, I would retract my statement. Until then, I will continue to maintain that LG withdrew due to my stance on 
Israel’s genocidal targeting of Palestine, after she deliberately sought the information. 


